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DEDICATION

This book 1s dedicated to all the “Lattle People” in the world. All those
that have been put upon by those of power and privilege.

Vor those that have, you will never agam have to wonder 1f there s
something wrong with you.

It 1s real and it happens!! 1 leave you with this important understanding.

I'T IS ONLY PARANOIA 1F THEY ARE NOT DOING I'l' TO
YOU!

READ ON!!!
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FOREWARD

This 1s simply my story. No more no less.
The following sixteen chapters will tell it all.
From what you read you may draw your own
Conclusions!!!

Dick C—
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The Shark Tank

CHAPTER 1

Starting Over

By this time in my lifc I now had ten continuous years of sobriety. 'The
desire to drink had long since left me. I had been released from the
horrors of those bonds and the daily struggle that accompanies that side
of the alcoholism. Also I now had spent about five years in the second
recovery program, ACOA. For me the recovery had moved from the
difficult struggle of addiction, accompanied by the mcessant mood
swings, to a journey of discovery and recovery. Many times in the daily
issues it had actually become pleasant. 1 should clanify not pleasant to
have done all this. Rather it was pleasant to not be fnghtened by the
anticipation of what the next moment might bring.

I had gained a full measure of self-esteem and no longer doubted mysclf.
I had come to understand that in most wssucs of life that if 1 would
follow my instincts, my mtellect, and my past expeniences 1 would make
good decistons in both my personal life and business hife. This should
not be confused with perfection. We seek growth not perfection. 1 was
achieving that.

I had achieved a great deal with my mvolvement mto the service work. |
was pleased with those efforts. This had now become the times i my
life that I truly enjoyed what I was doing. To me it seemed that 1f | was
mvolved m service work which meant helpmg others through my
contributions, I felt really fulfilled and at peace with myself.

After making this discovery my hope was that at some time 1 would be
able to spend all of my free time pursuing thas.

My personal life had become a ot more tolerable. 1 had lost everything
both in worldly posscssions and my family as well. My first wife was
now deceased and had succeeded m destroying the family umt. It was
gone and would likely not return. After spending three years and several
thousands of dollars 1 had regamed custody of my handicapped
daughter. She was now living with me and had retumed to her former
daily routines. It had taken me a ycar just to find her. They had hidden
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Dick C.
CHAPTER 2

It Is Working

The company and our process had quickly become well known in the
engincerng and professional community locally. We were about to
move to national recognition. It was fully recognized that we had the
product and could deliver.

By this time we had opened two more offices. Most of our surveying
work was bemng done m Hlinois, much of it 1n the Columbia arca.

Columbra Hlinots was a nice arca just forty-five minutes from St. Lous.
It was undergoimng considerable expansion for those that chose to live
“Out” and commute. It was transforming itself into a progressive
middle class growth community. It made all the sense in the world to
locate the surveymg company there. We quickly expanded that part of
the bustness by cquipping it with two trucks and two crews. We were
domg cverything with the GPS equipment and 1t was successful. Our
costs for doing business and ability to deliver a survey quickly exceeded
anything that our competition was able to do. The survey company we
had purchased had a good reputation, but had lacked the required
business and management skills to grow the business. We were now
providing that. My management style was to let the people do the work
and provide them with the resources they needed to grow themselves
and the business. All of this was possible because of where 1 found
mysclf in my recovery life and my personal life. T no longer competed
with anybody or anything. My focus was on the busmess and how to
grow it. We operated the entirc company in the absence of ego.
iveryone was empowered and had full range to do therr job. |
encouraged this.

The second office that we had opened was to the west i Sullivan
Missoun. It was about an hour southwest from St. Lous and only a half
hour from where T hved. At this pomnt my wife became a full partner in
the business. Her background was that of a skilled admmistrator and
executtve assistant. Slowly T transformed her from an assistant to that of

10



The Shark Tank
CHAPTER 3

Politics Big Time

As a past City Manager 1 had been exposed to and understood polities.
What T did not understand was how the politics worked at the federal
level as it related to procurement. What 1 was to learn was that there is
nothing 1n this process that happens by simple competition. Nobody i
the federal procurement process is about the “Better Mousetrap”. ALL
OF IT is about who do you know and what agenda is being served at
the time. It is even worse when you are involved in a procurement effort
that tnvolves anythig to do with the military and DOD.

I am not suggesting that the DOD 15 corrupt. T am however telling you
that that people within the DO arce corrupt. They have one agenda.
‘Themselves and the “Brother In Law”. What it amouats to is making
sure that ex-military personnel are enriched either through employment
or investment. After ten years 1o the process I can tell you that all of the
excessive costs of government are directly related to the procurement
process. All of the so-called procurement process has but one purpose.
Avordance!! How can we buy what we want from who we want and
avoid the rules? | was about to learn all about this first hand.

From this point on in the book you need to understand that 1 have
myself protected quite well. There 1s not a smgle statement that 1 will
make that T do not have supported with backup matenals. The other
issue 15, | am now retired and no longer need to compete in the process.
In short, as you will discover, there is nothing they can do to me.

Through our meetings with McDonnell it had been determined overall
how large tharr project was. It had also been determined at what speed
they would like to accomplish the overall goals.

They had concluded that we would need to produce two thousand
completed drawings per week. After review we determined that we
could accomphsh this.

It would work something like this.

19



The Shark Tank
CHAPTER 4

The Next Piece

While all of this was evolving Tom had contmued on with has efforts.
The sccond mdustry that we had targeted was the shipyards. It had come
to our attention that they were much ke the areraft mdustry and had
cugineenug drawigs everywlwre that veeded to be deatt with, The
problem was even larger than thai of the averaft mdustry. Ships were
bigger and had oy more deaawings mivolved to buld a shap.

In thas purswi Tom had contacicd all of the shipyards ihai ware 1
comtractors. This meant Navy, As T begm tus let me qualify for you
uneguivocally. The Navy is the most arrogant and corrupt i the
procurenient arena of all the branches of service. They are the oldest
and 1 thar minds the most wnportant,. When it comes to the

A )
i ]

RS TR T
i Y OIginone than. T«

procuramneni yales i ther prachce to youte OCS
not matier who s wvolved. They will disregard the rales, the congress,
ih(: l')t'(‘iﬁ;('}i’:ffl‘, ($1) ﬁ.t‘lyﬂﬁ;ﬁg (‘:}SC:- }f ﬂ"u:‘y C}(IC;L"C fhi'::y’ ac g(‘li‘ﬂg 1O d(l
something they will just do . Procuremient rules will be ignored. Tn ow

next cndeavor we would feam thes over and over.

Oue of the shapyard executives had become aware of our process from a
\"}(':l"fu’) Ih;‘!i W h'}l\'} d(n'i(': f\'n' f}"lv.”‘.l”ﬂ. l}&‘: 'r':.\"h‘(:u‘} us if’\?\i(’: C\‘m.]d 1R C ﬂ‘l;.\' SArtig
P DU . PR 3 . L8 & R . -
i.(’:k,t [A4K8 ,‘l(. ’%)/ ot 8 1,//"’. l(J)/ 1! 1 l‘l‘l'«-’ltcll‘dlb‘ as W(:‘l{. { ll(ls Wy kl}(j <1 H}JI AT

operatnig wsanuals, msirachon books, cic

They are commonly referred o m the wmdusicy as Tech Manuals. Whcu
Teonn ap]')u,)ﬂﬂ‘l]('d e waith the \}‘ucsﬁ! 2 ] was noi very J'ULL'}Jii\/c: Dui
remember, all of our people had been senpted to respond that we could
do anythng. Tom had leamed his Jesson well. He bad 1old them yes we
could do it The reasom T was cold to the idea was that G a >ing‘w
cngmecrng drawnig conversion we charged something around $3560
cach. Por a smgle shoeet of 8 Y2 X 11s you would have to get the price to
somewhere around one doltr. As you can see it was not very mvibing io
u§ as 2 revenue stream.
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The Shark Tark
CHAPTERSS

Not Another One

At this point i1 the growth of the company the last thing that 1 was
giving thought to was another business opportunity. "tThe company and
all of it resources were now stretched beyond o leved that wis
matageable ar controttable.

We were waiting on McDonnell 1o start both in S8t Louis and in Long
Yeach. We were operating the Beta Site for DAPS. We were completing
a new building. We were attending to the daly rigors of our regular daily
business. Hveryone wvolved had a full platter. OQur fnancal resources
were stretched to the maximum level We had fronted the expenses of
many of the reguirements to altow the new projects to begm.

At this point T had instructed everyone to pull back s the offorts of new
business, Tom had continued on doing his good job. His perfommance
had been truly amazing,
Juring this time he had made contact with the Bocing Atreraft Corp
Seattle. They were and are of course the Jargest aireraft company in the
waorld. We had offered and completed a tull demo for them. "Tom had
been going back and forth with vanous pieces routinedy. Then the next
piece of patential business bt us.

Boving sent us an RIFP, Request For Proposal). This potential business
muade cverything else we were ooking at small . comparson. 1 you
took everything we had on the table potentially and added i up, it woukd
only be a fragment of the Boemg opportunity. Bt was alsa another
variation of our process

Far McDonnell they wanted the engineering drawings completed. For

DAPS they wanted all the text dovuments completed. Boeing now asked
us if we could do both and combine them into a single data stream that

would produce individual documents. Tom of course said yes we conld.
fe had been trained well,

w
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The Shark Tank

CHAPTER 6

The Redstone Arsenal

Circamsiances were aboud (0 canse us fo open an office m Fhnesville
Alabama. This i the location of the Redstone Arsenal. This was a major
step for vs as a company i becoming a sub-coniractor for the DO,
To understand the enormity you must understand the background of
Redsione.

The Redstone Arsenal s without a doubt THE Techmical Capital for the
DOD except for the Navy. Anyibing and everything that s Jdeveloped
that 15 new and 1s technical m nature will have some part of the birthing
comnecied o Redstone.

Neanng the end of WW I when we captured the nfamous German
wniists they were mnterned at Redstone. Werner Von Braun and his

8¢

N

design folks all became lomg-ierm residenis of the area.

EVERYTHING relative to the Space program mcluding NASA began
with activities ai Redstone. T has a huge museum open o the pubhic.
This alone 1 worth the trp. The entire economy of the area 1s driven by
and rehaied 10 DOD activities. I you wish you can actually fake 2 bus
tour and watch them building components of the Space Tab. Kverybody
and anybody whe is a company tha 33 or wishes 10 he a DOD
contractor has a presence m Huntsville.

Many compames mainiain facihites there that bave no business with the
DOD. They sunply want to be nedr the activity for appearances only.

Huntsvalle has the haghest per capita concentration of PhDs and Masiers
anywhere m the world. Most of the permanent residents are mihiary
brats of some generation. Fither they are smbiary or have refired military
and taken employment. Tt s a fact that you cannot escape.

The Navy has very hitthe presence at Huntsville. As previously stated they
pretty much do as they wish without regard to what the other branches
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The Shavk fank
CHAPTER 7

Strange Happenings

i1 was ai this ame that an enbire senes of svenis 3')(}1;13) {15 ;1‘,\1'11“.;'1\‘:. { have
"

to admt thai at the e they were happenmyg b odd not begm o
understand whai was reslly gomg or who was behmd st There would be

a scries of very serous events occur before Funderstood.

Omne day a o appeared from the SBA He snd be would bhe 1o talk 1o
mie. Stnce had a current loan with them b did sot thak anvihing aboud
3. mvated b s and was walhng, o pve b all the time be asked for

About halfway through the mecting 1 Gnally discovered he was a
conunal mvestigator for the SBA. As a nmatter of fact he was weanng a
gon. § did wot know thas vot! §asked him of we would bke o hang oy
s coat. T was waem e thie bulding. He told mie know he coudd noi do
thai as he was wearmy s g,

At that pa‘)iﬂ( for me the ﬂ‘mciing L‘}'mngcd. P hiew full well that o cerk or
admamistraior would not be atiending 3 mectmg weanng a gun. 1 iold
fn quackly that | needed to understand what thie purpose of tus visi

Was,

He pulled 4 tandful of papers from his brefease, They were copres of
some of my ongmal loan appheason papers. He asked se 5 they were
mime. b looked them over and swd yes they were. He then announced
ihai these were all frand and be was goang o turn them over o the FBL
Fstopped the neeting nght there and asked o o leave. | had enough
expertence with the feds 1o know when soniethmg was ot aghic Tdid

nof kow swhai of was but someibing was mress,

At the imme when Fmade the apphcations for the disaster loans the SBA

s

has established a dows conter an the arca The Joan process wen

somnething like this.



CHAPTERS

Return To Springfield

i

Ewantt to nvake the pomi that was vot at alt cavaler about ihe fact thai
1 was pomg (0 be entermg o Prson. 1 was ot takmg the masier hphily a
At T was a matter of grave concern for mic,

By ihas tme { had tharicen Years of ECOVEesy and was well :’xit.'q"u"d s the
program. b had gamed a deep sprstual conmection over the years. T had a
comsoous contact with Yy 'hig,g\ﬁ’ P arnd had p!m’c'&; all of ey
spiertual e wio by hands, Whide T had not become mvolved wiih the
bricks and woriar sde of things, samely a church, 1 had wimessed o0
matty people - the program who had done that. Many of thent osi
sight of what they were dotyg and what the overall progran was aboui. !
had esfabbshed with mys

Wihat this would nod happen o e

Fhad o didy contact with my higher power, | had conie o undersiand
that ALL things oy Bfe were niot about me. Fowas sy sesponsbibing

tor seek bus daly will for e and | did,

Uinusi admt that § dud wot bave o cdue as 1o what tdes Prson i;%;ng (VBT
aboui. However, Fknew that ot would be reveated to me. Bventually |
\\f")lilli \“"dt““f‘iﬂ‘nlg w?mi g NS i,'f‘ d’,". ‘g‘%'ﬁi '3“* h(}\’«' ! 2’!3”}’{}3’1)‘;!(:!f\_(_‘&} ‘zi ';!,'x:!d
that s how T feli. T koew full well that oo satter how bad o looked !

wouhkd b ‘;\L\'E {finve.

he other prari of i was that T had done iy fevel best o protect iy wife
and her mierests. These weve hoer compames and 1 had sepamted mysc

fromy them. They would be just fue. While she and T would certnnly
rinss one adanodher we sel abowt o oiake the best of he situation. She
shared all of my spantual convichons, Nesther of us andersiood the how
and why this was happening (o use But we did know that 1t would be

revealed o us both.

The other coneern that 1 lad was for the MG, They fud wvested thew

money 10 pood fath, Iowas oy sesponabibiy 1o do my Teved best o

N

&2



~—
S
-
-~

=
.
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CHAPTER 10

Leavenworth Another Picce
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CHAPTER 11

Dismas Housce

i

Phisivias Flowse does vot vecenve it shoudd, bowant o
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Cane rot.

1y . o IR SRS S S . s a . Y T N (B
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Clark and Morns Shenk
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Dick .
CHAPTER 12

The Other Shoe Drops

T had felt for somenme that something or somebody was manipulating
the things around me. After my expenence 1in Dismas House there was
no guestion m my mand. T was not exaggerating nor was | expeniencing
some sort of paranoa. My wife and business associates could all notice #
now. Somebody or something was making things happen around me.

It had been gomg on since the day the SBA jerk showed up with the gun
at my office. That was the day #t had begun. It had camed asell all
through my confinement and even mto Dismas House.

1i was time for me 1o now turn (o and see i T could defermane what in
the world was gomng on and what was 1t about.

After 1 returned home T resumed my work responsibibties i foll force. 1
needed to focus all of my attentions to my job m my wife’s company. 1
needed fo ake us back to the momentum level we had before 1T was
mcarcerated. The company had been focused on the Army order and
that had now been fimished. We were waiting on the receipt of the next

order.

Fwas spending almost all of my time on these efforts and improving the
software process. T would take two hours or so per day 1o {focus on the
doctor and my own personal circumstance. By this time the Inter-Net
had become a vaable ool As a Hi-Tech person T had learned that
anything n the world regarding information could be found on the
Inter-Net. T mean anything. 10 you would use the search engmes
properly you could find anything that you wanted.

I focused on the doctor. T yped his name mto the scarch engmes and

things became (0 come np.

This 1s the fiest thing that T discovered about the doctor. This 1s taken
from the Inter-Nef and watten verbatim 1 have changed nothmg,
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Dick €.
CHAPTER 13

The Roles Reverse

With the recent discoveries T was overwhelmed and did not really
understand at that moment what it all meant. These folks had obviously
been weaving this Scheme for some time. | was not going to unravel it
all-overnighi.

I would lke to make t clear to everyone. It 1s not agamst the law to plan
2 hostile takeover of a company. It s done all the tme on a rather
routine basts. There are laws that cover these issues. Tf you are a publicly
traded company anyone that intends to affect a2 hostde takeover of a

company must make a public declaration. They must notify the mtended

takcover company and the S.E.C, (Secunities Exchange Commussion).
My wife’s company was not publicly traded. It was privately held. There
were stockholders. She was the majority stockholder with 56%0 of the

outstanding stock.

The legal question was; had there been a conspiracy to defraud her of
ownership of the company. This was the smgle legal question that we
needed to address. To answer this question it was necessary to ask; why
had they gone fo such efforts to misrepresent and conceal the identity of
our female investor. The answer was obvious. They did not want us to
know who she was. This began the legal basis for the illegal conspiracy.
One thing for sure was that they never expected us to make this
discovery.

We have some eleven documents they sent us regarding the female
mvestor. All of them are fraudulent 1 nature.

Before we left the records center m St. Lours County that day we had
also went to the Civil Courts and performed a records scarch on both
the doctor and his daughter. We made some  further  micresting

discoverncs.
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Dick
CHAPTER 14

Life After

We tow had to deal with the residue of what the doctor had done to our
busmess. There was so much collateral damage 10 the business overal)
that we had to start over.

After | had fled the lawsuits agamst him, fus daughter, and the Ball Shit
artist they had all but disappeared. ‘The appearances were that they bad
resolved themsetves to having lost. They wound up with the equipment

and shelt of 2 business. They had no clue bow 1o OPEIALC 3t OF grow i

They had a portion of the Software Process but could not operate it. I
" ) .

short they had aothing to sell, These bad been many  surreptbions
attempts to gather more mfo to operate the software. Without me and

my cooperation that wounld P nowhere.

One can ask why didi’t they just step forward and try to buy it If you
have to ask that question then yon really Jdo oot andestand the
mentality of these types of people. 1t was aecessary for them to steal i
not buy st These are el people that are driven by preed. 3t does not
matter to folks like this who gets hurt or who s destroyed 1 the
process. 1oss about Winning,

THEY LOSTUHIS ONE!

The resulting tragedy was that nobody won anythmyg, Fveryhody loxs.
They lost big time and everybody associated with our efforts lost as well.
The customers ost, as they did not have full advantape to what we could
provide for them The doctor and his associates lost, € wertamnly we lost as
well Al over the doctor wantmy o see the st cand plaved, m his

words.

The tast card was played and | played it 1 had cavtioned him not to pet
this starfed, as be would Jose. Woe all lost.



CHAPIER 15

Turn Out The Lights

- conttmued our plan of setlig the company. At this time and point
hastory the collapse of the Dot-Coms was now 1 full swing, The miae
turmont this produced the more companmes we frad fooking at us for
acquisihon. Sach and every one of them was Jooking for somethmg, thas
would save them. They really did not have an interest i us. They were
after a new revenue stream. We were looked at duning tlss time by sam
many compames of all sizes and shapes. It would always turn out the
same. Those that were terested were how dong 1o us o finance thems,

That did not seem like a legitimate sale to any of us,

We continued to take on new federal contrcts through our GSA

Schedule. W wore contacted by the LSPIO, Hlmted Sties Patent &
Frademark Office). Afier gomy through a process with them we were

awarded o Blnket Purchase Ovder fowr 2! of thesr aperations. O

agan this was a prestigious thing to have your company mvolved .

The Army pay division had Lven us a contract from the pay division

. : .
Phis was a tern-year contract that provided steady TUCVETTUCS,
2 b )

The difficulty for us was that all of this worh, HOFAL USPIOL. and
4 > Ed >
ere all deviations from what we had begun domg as

Army pay division w
A company. Most of these projecis were comsng our wiy becase of the
Dot-Com collapse. I short if was work that was not excitmyg to us. And

0y satly did ot feature the use of our PIOPrICtary process.

This entire business had started for ns thyongh a process of escting

evoluton. We were now bccfnning a Worker Bee that was filling needs
on things that were techmically not cha Jesgmp,

Az the Dot-Com’s were u’;”;}p.‘;ing the fods were commy under the same

downsizng, pressures. In shost everybody was scrambling, Some for

survival.
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CHAPTER 16

Looking Back

Pverythmy s this chapter 1s my opmon. Phese opimons are the result
of my observations th ngh my years of sobrety. § have worked hard 1o
g a new life. You are not asked to agree with anythmg that 1 have
observed. 1 suppest tha you fake what you need i you fid mething,
that helps you in your daily recovery.

This recovery has boeen a process sather than an cvent, Farly on 3
thought that T would stmply sonchow 1 desperation not take a donk on
a dinly basas and that would be #. For many people wn recovery, thi
scems to be the case. | already knew how to be miserable. { winted
more from my recovery. | wanted to learn o live with 1 measure of
et peace and serensty. This goal would sfake a $ot of fime and worh,
None of 1t would come casy. ALL of it would require me to seck the

ANSWETS ‘Aﬁd e ‘i‘n’i(".i:(',

When | {irst began recovery 1 thought it was about not drinking. {t turns
ouf 1hat this was one of the man symptoms of all that § wonld nead 10
do The physical act was the very first thing that 1 had to do to change
my hie. As an alcohobe the consumptiom of alcohol mpared my alnlsty
to think and act. | needed to stop that single activity as the beginming

ot
Fhis was by no means a small task,

Fwas addicted 1o alcobol and 5 would take 5 Jot of tme and offort 1o
overcome the addiction. Tt was 1o more o miphcated than that, T was

addicted!! would need to stop the daily consumption to begm recovery.

There has been considerable effort throngh the yoars 1o answer the
question of, “Is Alcoholism a Disease”. T can answer that very simply in
bay terms. 1 1S A BISEASE? Millions of people consume alcohol, onky

A small number of those become alecohohics. You must be genetically
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The Shark Tank

Formformation on purchasing Konneker's biography contact the Office
of Unversity Advancement ag 740-592.6612.

END OF ATHENS MESSENGER ARTICLE

We contacted the Office of Umversity Advancement and attempted to
purchase 3 copy of the book. We were told that the University did o
offer the book for sale. | fowever, we could request a copy of the book

w wnting and if we wished make a donation o the Usniiversity.

We followed up wrth a written request fora copy of the book. As of the
date of this writing we have not received the requested copy.

We would also pomt out to you that Chares . Pmg s hsted on the
Marriage License of Barbara 1. Konncker and William 11 Websor Jroas

the person who marned them.

A lomg time ago Sonny and Cher had a bag i and she ynes wore

profound then and now.
CAND THE BEAT GOES ON?

Dick €, Author
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